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attaque par plusieurs." I He had good reasons for disliking
Home Tooke, yet at a time when he hated going to London,
he made the journey expressly in order to support Tooke's
claims to sit in the House of Commons although he was in
orders. Perhaps the most complete triumph in his life of
his sense of what he owed to respect for his mind and to
the claims of an exacting sincerity in politics, was his
action in opposing the motion to honour Pitt's memory
in terms that spoke of him as an excellent statesman.
With Fox's conduct on that occasion it is interesting to
compare the message Burke sent from his deathbed to Fox
himself. " Mrs. Burke presents her compliments to Mr.
Fox, and thanks him for his obliging inquiries. Mrs. Burke
communicated his letter to Mr. Burke, and by his desire
has to inform Mr. Fox that it has cost Mr. Burke the most
heartfelt pain to obey the stern voice of his duty in rending
asunder a long friendship, but that he deemed this sacrifice
necessary; that his principles continue the same; and that
in whatever of life may yet remain to him, he conceives that
he must look to others and not to himself. Mr. Burke is
convinced that the principles which he has endeavoured to
maintain are necessary to the welfare and dignity of his
country, and that these principles can be enforced only by
the general persuasion of his sincerity.3' It was a letter
painful to write and painful to read, but it did honour to
Burke and to Fox alike.
Fox's intellectual pretensions have suffered from the
constant and inevitable comparison with Burke, one of the
greatest minds that were ever occupied with public affairs.
The fragment of history which Fox wrote, and Lord Holland
published, certainly did not add to his reputation except for
conscientious exactness and thoroughness in his search after
facts, and a fastidiousness in style which meant infinite pains
and discipline. Fox's wisdom lay in a spacious and large-
hearted liberalism, such as is to be found a century later
in very few of the men who lay claim to that quality. His
1 Mtmoires ae la Duchesse dPAbratites, vol. xiv. p. 294.